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Intelligence plus character - that is  
the true goal of education

Martin Luther King Jr





Welcome
Over the last 16 years I have been involved 
in supporting and developing the education 
and opportunities of students within the 
Hyndburn, Rossendale and Ribble Valley areas. 
I am delighted that I now have the opportunity 
to support Miss Starkey, her senior leadership 
team, staff and, most importantly, students at 
The Hyndburn Academy. It is an exciting time 
for us all. I am firm in my belief that the HYA 
can, and will, make a 
huge difference to the 
community and the life 
chances of its students. I 
look forward to meeting 
you over the coming year.

Mr A O’Brien
Executive Principal
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Message from our  
Head of School
I am delighted to be able to introduce our brand new 
school to you. The Hyndburn Academy is a warm, 
welcoming and exciting place to be and we are 
committed to ensuring that every pupil receives an 
outstanding education. The purpose of the Academy is 
very clear; we are in the business of learning and every 
child at the Academy will be equipped to confidently 
move through the 21st century as a successful leader.

At the heart of everything at The Hyndburn Academy is 
ambition and we know that by working together with 
parents and carers, the children can achieve anything 
and everything that they desire. We will support your 
child on their journey to the best universities and they 
will confidently enter the world of work at a world  
class level. 

In order to achieve the best in everyone, we expect high 
standards from all and are relentless in our pursuit of 
excellence; this means that you can be confident that 
your child will always be working to maximise their 
potential. Every child has a unique character and set of 
needs and we at the Academy will ensure that we know 
your child as an individual in order to guarantee success.

I am confident that as you read through this information 
you will gain sense of what it means to belong to The 
Hyndburn Academy. Should you, however, require any 
further information, I warmly extend an invitation to 
visit us.

Miss E Starkey
Head of School
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Partnerships
We are proud that not only are we members 
of United Learning, but that we work closely 
with a range of other partners to ensure we 
are a school at the heart of the community. 

Accrington Academy
We are proud that we have a close working 
relationship with our sister school, Accrington 
Academy. This enables staff and students 
to share resources, increase opportunities, 
develop expertise and undertake experiences 
that ensure we make Academy students’ 
education more fulfilling than we could alone.

Friends of the Academy
We know that we cannot achieve our 
ambitions without the full support of the 
local community and our parents. The Friends 
of the Academy are a group of parents and 
community members that actively support the 
Academy in a wider range of ways. We hope 
that by sending your son/daughter to the HYA 
you feel that this is a group of people that 
you could help to get involved with. Please 
contact the Academy if you feel this is an area 
you could support and we will be delighted to 
put you in touch.
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Leadership  
by Example
School Leadership
The Senior Leadership of the School consists of:
Miss E Starkey – Head of School
Mrs J Bleasdale – Vice Principal
Mrs S Howell – Assistant Principal
Miss N Clark – Assistant Principal

In addition to the Academy’s Leadership Team, The 
Hyndburn Academy is part of United Learning’s 
Lancashire cluster of schools. Within the cluster, 
further leadership support is seen in: 
Mr A O’Brien – Executive Principal

Student Leadership
The Student Leadership is a major strand of our 
work. We believe students should demonstrate our 
principles of determination, respect, resilience, creativity, 
enthusiasm and confidence by actively taking leadership 
roles. Many opportunities exist for roles as diverse as 
Head Girl, Head Boy, House Captains, Sports Captains, 
Community Leaders, Subject Leaders, Peer Mentors and 
Ambassadors. Through these roles we seek to engage 
students in decisions and keep them at the heart of 
Academy Life. 
The Head Girl and Head Boy for this academic  
year are:
Ella Ditchfield – Head Girl
Lewis Neild-Ali – Head Boy
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Investing in  
your Future!
We believe that every door is open to our students.  
Our guidance programme aims to ensure that 
students have the aspiration to strive for academic 
excellence beyond our walls. Many of our students 
move on to achieve incredible things including study 
at the top universities across the country. Working 
closely with Accrington Academy Sixth Form, we will 
aim to ensure every student has the opportunity to 
progress into further and higher education or some 
of the area’s top apprenticeship opportunities.

We believe that every student is exceptional in at 
least one thing and should have the opportunity to 
study and develop this. In addition to the national 
curriculum subjects our students are able to choose 
options in a number of other subjects including:
Art
Media
Performing Arts
Photography
Travel and Tourism
plus many more!
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ABC
At The Hyndburn Academy we believe that great schools and successful students are built 
on simple foundations:

Attendance – We attend every day, every year.

Behaviour – We act in a manner that creates a positive learning climate.

Classroom learning – We aim for outstanding learning at all times. 

Attendance
100% attendance for all students is our 
aim. We place the highest priority on good 
attendance and punctuality. These are 
essential factors that contribute to progress 
and the achievement of high standards. We 
have a strong attendance policy (available 
from the School) that clearly outlines 
our expectations in relation to achieving 
and rewarding the highest standards 
of attainment. It also includes detailed 
information on absence from school, holiday 
requests and our use of fixed penalty fines.

Behaviour
We have a zero tolerance approach to any 
behaviour that shows a lack of respect 
for staff, students or themselves. This is 
supported by an equally rigorous approach 
to ensuring ‘disruption-free’ learning 
happens in every classroom. 

Classrooms
We have a saying that ‘nothing less than 
9’ will do. This saying reflects our ambition 
to ensure that students are expected to 
demonstrate hard work at all times. We 
firmly believe that great things come to 
students who consistently show outstanding 
commitment to their own learning.
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Houses
The House system is an essential element of life 
at The Hyndburn Academy. All students within the 
Academy are attached to one of four Houses. In 
Years 7-10, tutor groups are mixed with students 
from older year groups mentoring students to 
develop, succeed and establish friendships.  In Year 
11, students are in the same age groups as they 
receive additional support for their examinations.

Students benefit from a Head of House, Pastoral 
Managers and Form Tutors who monitor and 
review both students’ academic and personal 
progress. There is regular contact between the 
Academy and home and parents receive both 
full and interim reports in addition to parent 
consultation evenings.

The Inter-House competition also encourages 
a sense of pride and belonging with students 
participating in challenges as broad as charity 
events to poetry competitions. Each House has a 
nominated charity they support throughout a year. 

Winning the Inter-House cup is the aim of every 
student and Form Tutor. 



Our Pupil Charter
Our Pupil Charter aims to ensure that an Academy 
student’s experience is enriched through a wide 
range of experiences and opportunities. A few of 
the many opportunities that exist for students are;

• The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

• Sports teams and clubs

• Drama, dance and music clubs

• Eco Club

• Productions

• Foreign exchange visits 

• Trips to theatres, museums and universities

• ‘Inter-House’ competitions

• Language leader courses

• Weekly and holiday booster sessions 
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The Academy Day
8.45 
Form time and Assemblies

9.05 
Lesson 1

10.05 
Lesson 2

11.05 – 11.20 
Break

11.20 – 12.20 
Lesson 3

At the Academy we have two lunch sittings 
(early and late). Depending on which lunch 
students sit, Lesson 4 will begin at either

12.20-1.20 or 12.50-1.50 
Lesson 4

1.50 – 2.50 
Lesson 5

Breakfast club operates before school 
from 8am.
Clubs and activities are on every night in 
an organised calendar. This changes half-
termly.





The Hyndburn Academy, Stourton Street, Rishton, Blackburn, Lancashire  BB1 4ED

Tel: 01254 885378 Web: www.hyndburnacademy.org.uk

@hyndburnacademy thehyndburnacademy


